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The Summer Archaeology Program has completed its second season. Centered around 
the territory of Castiglione del Lago on the southwestern shore of Lake Trasimeno, this 
program introduces students to the cultural history of Umbria, particularly the Etruscan 
and Roman periods, and allows them to participate in an active archaeological field 
project. Umbra has formed a partnership with the Comune of Castiglione del Lago that 
seeks to enhance our knowledge of the cultural heritage of the region and present the 
history of human occupation in the area through the Antiquarium housed in the town of 
Castiglione del Lago. In 2015, students participating in the program enrolled in two 
Umbra courses, ARCL 340: Archaeological Heritage of Lake Trasimeno; and ARFW 
350: Archaeological Field Workshop. The courses encompass four principle components 
of archaeological study: archaeological fieldwork, museum studies, field to sites and 
museums, and classroom lectures.  
 

 
Umbra Summer Archaeology students at Chisui 
 
In 2015, ten students participated in the archaeology program. Castiglione del Lago 
served as out base of operations. The students lived in small apartments at the Residenza 
Ranieri on Lake Trasimeno. Thanks to the Comune of Castiglione del Lago and the 
sindaco (the mayor) we had access to a classroom building (with wifi and digitial 
projection!), and the use of a 9-passenger van to get back and forth to the archaeological 
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site and to use for field trips (don't worry, there were additional seats for students in 
faculty and staff cars).  
 

 
Welcome dinner in Vaianno (C. del Lago) sponsored by the Comune and the Archeo 
Trasimeno Group 
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Playing ping-pong at the residence in Castiglione del Lago 
Archaeological Fieldwork  
In summer 2015, the archaeological fieldwork focused on a site overlooking the Lago di 
Chiusi, just on the edge of Umbrian territory (the lake itself is in Tuscany). Based on 
previous visits to this area and reports from local residents as well as the landowner, we 
identified the presence of an ancient site based on the artifacts scattered in the fields that 
are now planted with sunflowers and chickpeas.  
 
 

 
View from the site across Lago di Chiusi (a storm is coming!) 
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We knew we were on top of an ancient site, dating primarily to the Roman period, we did 
not know the extent of the site or its purpose. Thus, although some land had been cleared 
for potential excavation, we decided to focus our efforts on an intensive field survey. We 
divided the site into 4 x 4 meter squares and surveyed a portion of the site by collecting 
materials we could see on the surface. After counting, weighing, and analyzing each type 
of artifact, we entered that information into a Geographic Information System (GIS) that 
allows us to map, and thus visualize, concentrations of different types of materials across 
the hillside.  
 
Umbra students had the opportunity to participate in all aspects of this process: using a 
GPS to lay out the grid, collecting materials from the surface, counting and weighing the 
finds, processing the artifacts (washing, cataloguing, drawing, etc.), and helping to the 
construct the database for the GIS.  

 

 
The grid overlayed on the slope of the hill. We collected artifacts from each of the 
squares on this map.  
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Umbra students learning how to use the GPS (look how low the sunflowers are!) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Collecting artifacts from the squares (the sunflowers are getting higher!).  
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Carrying buckets with artifacts out of the field (look how high the sunflowers are now!) 
 
 

 
Counting and weighing artifacts in the field.  
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Washing pottery. 

 
 

 
Drawing and cataloguing artifacts in the classroom.  



Umbra Summer Archaeology 2015    
 

8 

 
 

Identifying a bronze coin based on known coin typologies.  
 
In addition to the intensive survey on the hillside, this summer we also identified a 
possible stretch of an ancient Roman road, cutting across a ridge just to the northeast of 
our main site.  
 
Museum Project 
Archaeologists play an important role in interpreting the past and making it accessible to 
the public. Museums are the primary way in which the public encounters archaeological 
artifacts. Thus, in recent years, museum archaeology has become an integral component 
of archaeological training. The Umbra Institute is collaborating with the Comune of 
Castiglione del Lago to enhance the exhibitions in the Antiquarium through informative, 
bi-lingual, brochures and panels. In 2015, Umbra students identified three short-term, 
low-cost projects that they would complete by the end of the course: a brochure 
introducing visitors to the Palazzo, the Fortress, and the Antiquarium; a children's activity 
booklet, and a new introductory panel for the first gallery of the Antiquarium.  
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Front panel of the Brochure   Front page of Childen's Activity packet 
 
The students also generated a list of ideas that will keep us busy with the Museum Project 
for years to come. Those ideas include producing a short documentary about the history 
of the Lake Trasimeno region and assisting in the design of new displays that will 
highlight the long history of human occupation in this region.  
 
Field Trips 
This summer, the archaeology students participated in four fieldtrips. Those excursions 
complemented the course material and our own fieldwork at the Lago di Chiusi site and 
in the museum. Visits to local sites and museums included Chiusi, Chianciano Terme, 
Cortona, Arezzo, and overnight trips to Rome, Perugia, and Orvieto. During these trips 
the students encountered a range of archaeological materials and to observe first-hand the 
choices that museum designers and curators, past and present, have made regarding the 
display and explication of cultural heritage and to reflect on the effect those choices on 
the experience of the visitor. Over the course of the program, students wrote three papers 
about the different museums we saw.  
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Studying a sarcophagus in the tomb of the pilgrim, Chiusi. 

 
In Rome, Perugia, and Orvieto, we had the chance to stay overnight and really walk those 
ancient cities, considering topography, history, art, and architecture over an extended 
period.   

 
Umbra archaeology students in the Roman Forum. 
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In front of the Pantheon! 

 

 
Dinner in the Camp dei Fiori (Rome). 
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In Orvieto we had the opportunity to spend two days visiting with the team working on 
Cavità 254, one of the many underground cavities cut into the bedrock of the city, and the 
Crocifisso Necropolis, one of the Etruscan cemeteries outside the city walls. The students 
were treated to a pottery workshop led by the team's ceramic specialist and they had a 
chance to help clear some of the tombs in the necropolis. In fact, two Umbra students 
ended up staying for two more days to help with the work at the necropolis.  
 

 
A tour of the Crocifisso Necropolis, Orvieto. 
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Helping to clear an Etruscan tomb at the Crocifisso Necropolis.  
 

 
Visiting Cavità 254 with Claudio Bizzarri, co-director of the excavation.   
 
 

 
Studying the pottery from Cavità 254 with the team's ceramic specialist. 
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A red-figure cup from Attica. 
 

 
Dinner in Orvieto (we had many group dinners!) 
 

 
At the end of the term, the students presented their individual contributions to the rest of 
the group.  
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Final presentations.  
  
We are proud of the work the students did this summer. The museum in Castiglione del 
Lago will be distributing the brochure and activity packet to visitors, and the new panel in 
the Antiquarium will provide some context for the exhibitions. The final report on the 
archaeological survey will be submitted to the Soprintendenza Archeologia dell'Umbria 
and has laid the groundwork for future archaeological fieldwork in the region of Lake 
Trasimeno.  

 
 

 


